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The Rock Record 
September/October 2025

 

*UPCOMING EVENTS*
  (Save the Date!)

Saskatchewan Geological Society
SGS Lunch Series Talks

 
   
  

 

Limited Spaces Available - Register TODAY !

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 19th, 2025 

Speaker: Ashlee Thomas, Sask Geological Survey
Where: Bushwakker's
Talk Start Time: 12:00pm Lunch: 11:30am
Lunch Cost: $20 (Online Virtual Teams option)

To Register email Jessi Steinke at Jessi.Steinke@gov.sk.ca by Nov 17th 

More details including Bio and Abstract COMING SOON!

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11th, 2025 

Speaker: Todd LeBlanc, Nutrien

To Register email Jessi Steinke at Jessi.Steinke@gov.sk.ca by Dec 9th 

More details including Bio and Abstract COMING SOON!

In This Issue
➢ Upcoming Events

➢ President’s Message

➢ News and Events

�� Heritage Regina/SGS: A Geological Tour of Downtown 
➢ 2025 SGS Golf Tournament – A Huge Success!

��������Earth Science Week October 12-18th

mailto:sask.geol.soc@hotmail.com
mailto:gavin.jensen@gov.sk.ca


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President’s Message
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Dear SGS Members,

As 2025 draws to a close, I am filled with pride reflecting on a year defined by connection,
curiosity, and collaboration within Saskatchewan�
s geological community. The Saskatchewan
Geological Society (SGS) continues to embody the spirit of exploration, not just in the field, 
but in how we engage, educate, and evolve together.

This summer, SGS partnered with Heritage Regina to bring geology to life through the 
Downtown Regina ROCKS! heritage tour. Over fifty-five participants explored the geologic 
stories hidden within the city�
s building stones. A huge thank you of appreciation go to
Brittany Laing and Colin Card for leading this memorable and engaging experience that 
connected our community to the natural history beneath our feet.

After a short summer break, our Fall 2025 Lunch Series Talks returned stronger than ever,
with record attendance and enthusiasm. In September, Trevor Allen (Orano) presented
��Unconventional Uranium Mining in Saskatchewan, SABRE Method, ��showcasing the 
province��s most innovative uranium technologies. In October, Dr. Chris Hawkes (University 
of Saskatchewan) inspired attendees with ��A Series of Short Stories in Subsurface Energy 
Development and Storage. ��We��re excited to close the year with upcoming sessions from 
Ashlee Thomas on November 19 at Bushwakker��s and Todd LeBlanc (Nutrien) on December 
11. These sessions continue to highlight the depth of expertise, innovation, and collaboration 
within our geoscience community.

The 2025 SGS Golf Tournament was another highlight, a perfect mix of fun, teamwork, and 
sunshine. Congratulations to our winning team �" Andrew, Chris, Codie, and Richard �" and
to our individual winners: Brittney Musleh (Longest Drive, Women), Caley Bjork (Longest
Drive, Men), Arlene Slimmon (Longest Putt), and Team FUN �� Brittany, Adriana, Celyne,
and Hilary for Best Team Costume. A heartfelt thank-you to Fleet Energy Ltd. for sponsoring
the dinner, as well as to our event sponsors, Tor Hill Golf Course, Leopold�
s Tavern South,
and our dedicated tournament committee for making the day such a success.

On October 20, Program Chair Jessi Steinke and I proudly represented SGS at the APEGS 
Practicing Profession Event in Saskatoon. Our booth sparked inspiring conversations with
students and professionals, highlighting the exciting and diverse career opportunities in
Saskatchewan�
s geoscience sector. SGS remains deeply committed to supporting students,
early-career geoscientists, and advancing Indigenous partnerships, ensuring an inclusive and 
innovative future for our profession.

In October, we also celebrated Earth Science Week (October 12��18) which is centered 
around the theme �!Energy Resources for Our Future.�#These initiatives are a vital reminder of
how geoscientists play a central role in advancing sustainable energy solutions. As the global 
energy landscape continues to evolve, geoscientists contribute directly to a just and 
sustainable energy transition, from critical mineral exploration to carbon storage and
climate-resilient infrastructure. Members can explore additional learning materials and 
webinars at earthsciweek.org.



  

  
 

       

  

  

 

         

  

  

   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  

         
      
      

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

        
                   
     

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Looking ahead, SGS is gearing up for several key milestones. The 2025 Saskatchewan 
Geological Open House will take place from December 1–3 in Saskatoon, bringing together 
industry,academia, and government in one of the province’s most significant geoscience 
events.

Planning is also underway for our SGS 75th Anniversary in 2026, and we welcome
volunteers eager to help shape this special celebration. Stay tuned for details about upcoming 
2026 fieldtrips and additional educational outreach opportunities.

As we move into 2026, the SGS is committed to deepening our engagement with Indigenous 
communities and knowledge holders across Saskatchewan. Reconciliation is a shared journey 
built on respect, listening, and collaboration. We will be partnering with Indigenous 
communities, organizations, and educational institutions to create opportunities for dialogue, 
shared learning, and the integration of traditional ecological knowledge within geoscience. 
These partnerships will strengthen relationships and foster a more inclusive, respectful, and 
sustainable future for our province andprofession.I would also like to acknowledge the 
incredible efforts of our volunteers,executive team, and committee members, whose 
dedication, energy, and passion make everything we do possible.

We’re also equally proud and eager to support our student members and early-career 
geoscientists, whose engagement and enthusiasm bring new perspective sand energy to our 
Society.

As always, I encourage all members to renew your SGS membership and invite colleagues, 
students, and friends to join. Membership provides access to talks, field trips, The Rock 
Record, and supports our ongoing mission to advance geoscience in Saskatchewan. Stay 
connected online at www.sgshome.ca and via LinkedIn for event updates, news, and insights 
from the geological community.

This year has truly been one of exciting growth, discovery, and collaboration. Thank you for 
being part of this vibrant community and for your continued commitment to promoting 
geoscience excellence across our province and beyond. Together, we’re shaping not only the 
landscape beneath us, but the future that rests upon it.

“Geology teaches us patience, perspective, and perseverance, and reminds us that the
  greatest discoveries often come when we look beyond what is visible.”

Sincerely,
Nadene Joy, P. Geo.
President, Saskatchewan Geological Society



  

    

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

  
technology thoughtfully and ethically, while preserving the human judgment that drives sound science.

 

  

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

News and Events
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On a beautiful fall evening in downtown Regina, more than 55 rock-curious participants gathered
to experience the Downtown Regina ROCKS! This Heritage Tour was a fascinating journey
through the city’s hidden geologic stories.  This first ever special event was made possible through
a meaningful partnership between Heritage Regina and the Saskatchewan Geological Society
(SGS), blending history, architecture, and earth science in a way that brought the city’s foundations
to life, quite literally.

Exquisitely led by Brittany Laing, Chair of the SGS Ed Outreach Committee and Colin Card,
Director with the Government of Saskatchewan, Geologist and passionate members and volunteers
of the SGS, participants explored the remarkable diversity of building stones used throughout
Regina’s downtown landscape. From ancient limestone and granite façades to modern construction
materials, each stop along the route told a story millions, and in some cases, billions, of years in the
making.

“It’s always amazing to see people light up when they realize the incredible geologic history
beneath their feet and in the very walls around them,” said Brittany Laing. “These tours are such a
powerful way to connect science with our shared sense of place. ”The event drew in participants of
all ages and backgrounds, from students and geologists to lifelong residents curious about the city’s
unique character. The atmosphere was one of discovery, community, and appreciation for the
natural materials that shape our urban environment.

A huge thank-you goes out to Heritage Regina for their vision and continued leadership in offering
educational and cultural tours that celebrate Regina’s heritage. SGS was proud to contribute
geologic expertise and educational materials to help bring this experience to life.   The Society also
extends heartfelt appreciation and thanks to Brittany Laing and Colin Card for volunteering their
time, expertise, and enthusiasm to make this event such a success. Their commitment to community
engagement reflects the true spirit of the Saskatchewan Geological Society…connecting people,
knowledge, and the land.

 
 
 

As we look ahead, SGS remains committed to expanding public outreach initiatives and educational partnerships 
that inspire curiosity about Saskatchewan’s geologic richness. Together, we’re not just studying rocks, we’re 
helping advance our communities forward see the world beneath their feet in a whole new way!

-August,2025-
SGS Ed Outreach Committee

mailto:gavin.jensen@gov.sk.ca


  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 

SGS Fall 2025 Luncheon Talk Series Kicks Off with Innovation in UraniumMining

The Saskatchewan Geological Society (SGS) proudly launched its Fall 2025 Luncheon Talk 
Series on Thursday, September 11th, with an engaging and insightful presentation by Trevor 
Allen , Resource Geologist with Orano Canada .

Trevor’s talk, titled “Unconventional Uranium Mining in Saskatchewan,” explored the
SABRE (Surface Access Borehole Resource Extraction) mining method — a surface-based,
non-entry technique that uses high-pressure water jets to excavate ore from below-ground 
cavities. This innovative approach, developed by Orano, offers a cost-effective and 
environmentally mindful solution to access small, high-grade uranium orebodies in the 
Athabasca Basin that would otherwise be uneconomical to mine through traditional open-pit or 
underground methods.
Trevor shared detailed insights into the geotechnical innovation, operational efficiencies, and 
potential future applications of the SABRE method, sparking thoughtful discussion among 
attendees. His ability to translate complex geostatistical and mining processes into clear and 
engaging narratives made for a dynamic session that resonated with both in-person and online 
audiences.

The SGS Executive and members extend heartfelt thanks to Trevor Allen for taking the time to 
travel from Saskatoon to Regina to share his expertise and experience with us. His deep 
technical knowledge and contributions to advancing responsible resource extraction exemplify 
the spirit of innovation driving Saskatchewan’s mining sector forward.

Trevor brings over 20 years of combined geoscience and mining experience, including more 
than 14 years focused on mineral resource estimation across multiple commodities. As a 
Qualified Person (QP) with Orano Canada, he leads geostatistical analyses, resource estimates, 
and technical reviews supporting exploration teams and new mining technologies. His global 
experience includes managing Orano Mining’s international resource portfolio from France, 
overseeing projects across multiple countries. Earlier in his career, he held senior roles with 
Cameco Corporation and HudBay Minerals and contributed to the CIM Committee on Uranium 
Guidelines. Trevor holds a B.Sc. in Geology from Brandon University and is a registered 
Professional Geologist with APEGS.

We would also like to thank all SGS members and guests who joined us both in person at 
Bushwakker’s and online via Teams. Your continued engagement, enthusiasm, and support 
made this first Fall luncheon talk a resounding success.

This event marked an inspiring start to our Fall 2025 SGS Luncheon Talk Series a season 
dedicated to connection, collaboration, and discovery within Saskatchewan’s thriving
geoscience community.With our deepest respect and sincere appreciation.

https://www.wbpc.ca/conference/dr-don-kent-core-workshop/


  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

    
 

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Trevor Allen, Orano SGS Talk Series Presentation - Sept 11th, 202 5
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What a day on the course! The Saskatchewan Geological Society held its �&�'�&�(�
���
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���������
�����%�!���	�7 and it was another incredible success.
The weather cooperated just long enough for everyone to enjoy a fantastic day of golf, camaraderie,
and fun — capped off with a well-earned dinner and awards celebration at �,�	���2�����#’���
�*��� �	�!�
 
�����%����.

A huge thank you to everyone who joined us whether you came to play, volunteer, sponsor, or
cheer on your colleagues, your enthusiasm and support made this year’s event truly memorable.
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•�,���
���	�����
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�-�)���$�	�
�.: Brittney Musleh

•�,���
���	�����
���!��� �	�
�-�/�	�
�.�+ Caley Bjork

•�,���
���	�����
�0�%�����+ Arlene Slimmon

•�1�	�����
�*�	���$�
���������%�$�	�+ Team FUN – Brittany, Adriana, Celyne & Hilary

UPDATED SGS Website!

We are excited to announce that our website has been completely revamped and updated after a long hiatus.  Thank you 
to Omni online and all of you who assisted in providing feedback to make this possible.

As the geological society of Saskatchewan we strive to provide the most up to date Geology events and resources to 
support you as our members.

If you have any feedback on the updated website or how to improve it even more including adding specific resources or 
content of value please don't hesitate to reach out to us anytime as we highly encourage you as our members to get 
involved and provide any feedback to make our society the best it can be.

In addition if you have any geological related announcements or upcoming events you would like to add to our website, 
please let us know as we would be happy to support any geoscience initiaties in Saskatchewan!

To view our newly revamped website, please go to www.sgshome.ca



  

   
 

  
 

 

  
 

 

 

   

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 

  

 
   

 
 
   

   
     
  

 Become a Member or Sponsor of the SGS!

If you would like to invite a geologist you know to become a member we always welcome new members to our 
Geological Society and highly encourage this to advance geoscience across the province!

If your company would like to become a Corporate Sponsor  https://sgshome.ca/membership/ or Sponsorfor our 

upcoming Golf Tournament please contact us directly for more information.  We are currently looking for 2026 

Sponsors and would love to have you join our community of professional geoscientists across Saskatchewan!

 

 

Thank You to Our Amazing Sponsors!
This event wouldn’t be possible without the generous support of our sponsors and partnerswho make 
this annual tradition such a success:

•Dinner Sponsor: Fleet Energy Ltd.

•Sponsors:
Association of Professional Engineers & Geoscientists of Saskatchewan(APEGS),
Caprice Resources,
Fleet Energy Ltd.,
Heelstone Resources,
Hy-Tech Drilling Ltd.,
JD Mollard & Associates,
PTRC SustainableEnergy,
ROK Resources Inc.,
SaskatchewanMining Association, IsoEnergy Ltd.
•Energy Drink Sponsor: Omnilogic Online Inc.

A special thank you as well to Tor Hill Golf Course  for once again being wonderful hosts and to 
Leopold’s Tavern South for the excellent meal, hospitality, and atmosphere during our dinner and 
awards ceremony. The SGS Executive also would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to Taylor Bjork , 
SGS Business Manager, for her exceptional leadership, organization, and dedication in coordinating this 
year’s tournament. Her hard workbehind the scenes ensured a seamless and successful event from start 
to finish.

Finally, a big thank you to our volunteers for your time, energy, and enthusiasm in making this annual 
event one of the highlights of our SGS tournament.  Photos from the tournament are included below, be 
sure to check them out and relieve some of the great moments from the day!

This event marked another outstanding year for the SGS Golf Tournament, celebrating connection, 
teamwork, and community within Saskatchewan’s geoscience sector.  Stay tuned for the announcement 
of our 2026 SGS Golf Tournament…we’re already looking forward to another great year on the greens!



  

     
 

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 
 

 

   
 

 

 

2025 SGS Golf Tournament Winners !

2025 SGS Annual Golf Tournament Photos - September 12th, 202 5

https://youtu.be/OFECEkOcb4w?feature=shared


  

  

   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Lunch Time Learning with Dr. Chris Hawkes: Exploring Subsurface Energy Development & Storage

The Saskatchewan Geological Society (SGS) was pleased to host Dr. Chris Hawkes for our October2025 
Lunch Time Learning session, held on October 9th at the University of Regina, College West215 (CW 215).
Dr. Hawkes delivered an engaging and thought-provoking talk titled “A Series of Short Stories Involving 
Geoscience and Geoengineering in Subsurface Energy Development and Storage.” His presentation took 
the audience on a fascinating journey through several real-world case studies drawn from his extensive career
as a geologist and geological engineer. Framed creatively aroundthe theme “Something old, something new, 
something borrowed, something flue,” the talk highlighted both the evolution and ongoing challenges in 
subsurface energy systems.

Dr. Hawkes began with “something old,” revisiting the remarkable history of a blowout that flowed for an 
astounding 87 years, exploring the underlying mechanisms and how the issue was ultimatelyresolved. Shifting 
to “something new,” he discussed Canada’s current position in nuclear energy development and nuclear waste 
management, particularly the role of deep geological repositories.Under “something borrowed,” he shared 
insights from the early days of horizontal well drilling, where tunneling theory was creatively adapted to 
optimize drilling programs. Finally, in “something flue,” Dr. Hawkes examined the potential for induced 
�����������������������	�����
���������
�����	������������ injection in Saskatchewan, connecting the dots between carbon capture and
long-term storage.

Throughout his presentation, Chris seemlessly balanced technical depth with entertaining storytelling,
providing a rare blend of engineering insight, historical perspective, and humor that resonated strongly with 
both in-personand virtual attendees.

About the Speaker
Dr. Chris Hawkes is an Associate Professor in the Department of Civil, Geological and Environmental 
Engineering at the University of Saskatchewan, where he has taught and conducted research since2002. Prior to 
joining academia, he worked for six years with Advanced Geotechnology Inc. inCalgary, following completion 
of his B.Sc. in Geology-Physics and Ph.D. in Geology from the University of New Brunswick.
His research focuses on the geomechanics of subsurface energy production and storage, withparticular interests 
in site characterization using borehole data, laboratory testing for rock mechanical and petrophysical properties, 
borehole stability analysis, and predicting reservoir and caprockresponses to fluid injection or withdrawal.Dr. 
Hawkes’ ability to connect complex technical processes to practical applications has made him a respected 
voice in the field and a valued contributor to Canada’s energy and geoscience community.

The SGS Executive extends sincere thanks to Dr. Chris Hawkes for sharing his expertise, research,and stories 
that inspire curiosity and innovation in the geoscience community. We are also deeply grateful to all SGS 
members and students who joined us both in person and online for this session,your participation and 
engagement make these learning opportunities possible.

  A special thanks to Jessi Steinke and Omer Atiq our Program and Co-Program Chairs, along with our Vice 
President, Gavin Jensen, for organizing another successful Lunch Time Learning event and to everyone who 
continues to support SGS programming throughout the year.

This session marked yet another inspiring opportunity to come together, share knowledgne, and celebrate the 
creativity and curiosity that define our geoscience community in Saskatchewan.

mailto:gavin.jensen@gov.sk.ca
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The Saskatchewan Geological Society (SGS) was honoured to participate in APEGS’ Annual 
Practicing the Professions Day on October 20, 2025, held at TCU Place (Centennial Hall AB) in 
Saskatoon. (apegs.ca)

Representing SGS, Jessi Steinke and President, Nadene Joy, staffed the SGS booth, engaging attendees 
and sharing information about geoscience in Saskatchewan, our society’s initiatives, and the 
opportunities available to students, professionals, and members across the province.

Why This Matters
APEGS’ Practicing the Professions Day provides a valuable forum for professionaldevelopment, 
networking, and cross-disciplinary learning:
• Attendees can earn 4 verifiable CPD credits and fulfill their annual ethics requirement.
• Sessions included leadership, ethics, productivity, contracts, and insurance for engineers and 
geoscientists, providing insight applicable across professional disciplines.
• The networking reception offered a chance to connect with peers, industry leaders, andregional 
societies such as SGS.

Our Thanks and Acknowledgement
SGS extends sincere thanks to APEGS for the cordial invitation and for the opportunity toshowcase 
geoscience through our booth. Events like this help advance geoscience awareness,
foster interdisciplinary collaboration, and build strong connections within Saskatchewan’sprofessional 
community.

We are also proud of our representatives for sharing their time and expertise in representing SGS and 
connecting with members, students, and other professionals at the event.

For SGS Members - While the 2025 event was sold out, members are encouraged to pre-register early 
for next year as capacity fills quickly.
• Participating in cross-disciplinary events is a great way to enhance CPD credits, expand yournetwork, 
and learn skills beyond technical geoscience.
• Keep an eye on APEGS announcements for future Practicing the Professions Day sessions,workshops, 
and networking opportunities.

SGS is grateful for opportunities like this to advance geoscience in our province and looksforward to 
continued collaboration with APEGS to support professional development,awareness, and engagement 
in the geoscience community.

Thank you to you as our incredible members, sponsors and partners!  We appreciate your continued support 
and look forward to an extraordinary rest of 2025!

Sask.Geol.Soc@hotmail.com

https://sgshome.ca/membership
https://sgshome.ca/membership
https://sgshome.ca/membership

