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1. PRESIDENT’S REPORT – NADENE JOY 
 
As I sit back and reflect on the past year, I am pleased to report that 2025 has been a productive and 
successful year of continued momentum, renewal, innovation, and strengthened community 
connection for the Saskatchewan Geological Society (SGS). Building on the solid foundation 
established by previous executives, the Society has continued to advance its mandate of promoting 
geoscience, professional development, and meaningful engagement across Saskatchewan. 
 
One of the key successes continued in 2025 was the offering of formal Continuing Professional 
Development (CPD) certificates through our monthly luncheon speaker series. These certificates 
allow attendees to claim one hour of formal CPD credit with the Association of Professional 
Engineers and Geoscientists of Saskatchewan (APEGS) and have proven to be a meaningful value-add 
for our members. 
 
The luncheon speaker series remains one of SGS’s most successful and well-attended programs. 
Throughout the year, twelve high-quality talks brought members together to hear from 
knowledgeable speakers on a wide range of geoscience topics, fostering professional learning, 
thoughtful discussion, and connection within the geoscience community. These events continue to 
provide an accessible and engaging way for members to meet their professional development 
requirements. 
 
We are deeply grateful for the continued gracious support of APEGS. In 2025, the Society received 
$12,500 in funding, reflecting a $1,500 decrease from the previous year due to increased demand for 
funding across the province and the need to distribute available resources among a growing 
professional community. 
 
Despite this reduction, the SGS Executive demonstrated strong financial stewardship, ensuring that 
available funds were used strategically and responsibly to support Society programming, operations, 
and member services throughout the year. These funds were instrumental in enabling a wide range 
of activities, including the annual geological field trip, the Nutrien Cory Mine Tour, the Annual 
General Meeting, the Community Educational Outreach event, a student–member mixer, and the 
monthly luncheon speaker series. 
 
Through careful planning and disciplined budgeting, the Executive maximized the impact of this 
funding, significantly enhancing the quality, reach, and value of SGS offerings for our members. We 
remain sincerely appreciative of APEGS’ continued support and partnership. 
 
The SGS delivered a strong and diverse slate of events in 2025, reinforcing both professional 
excellence and community connection.  A particularly meaningful highlight was the celebration of Jim 
Christopher’s 100th birthday, honouring a century of contribution, mentorship, and leadership within 
Saskatchewan’s geoscience community. This milestone event served as a powerful reminder of the 
enduring impact individuals can have on our profession. 
 
The Society also organized a once-in-a-lifetime Nutrien Cory Mine Tour, along with a highly successful 
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Bay of Fundy Field Trip, providing members with exceptional hands-on learning opportunities in 
iconic geological settings. I extend sincere thanks to Nutrien and its staff for this incredible 
opportunity, and to Dr. Murray Gingras and graduate student Cody Lazowski from the University of 
Alberta for their outstanding leadership and expertise during the Bay of Fundy Field Trip. 
 
In addition, SGS was proud to host another record-breaking Geological Survey Open House from 
December 1–3, 2025, in Saskatoon, welcoming more than 1,000 attendees. I extend my sincere 
appreciation to all attendees, the Open House Planning Committee, and the staff of the 
Saskatchewan Geological Survey. Their collaboration and dedication continue to play an important 
role in promoting Saskatchewan geoscience and raising awareness of the province’s resources, 
including critical minerals that are vital to Saskatchewan’s economy. 
 
A major infrastructure milestone in 2025 was the successful completion and launch of the newly 
updated SGS website (www.sgshome.ca). This long-overdue modernization marked the first major 
update since 2012 and significantly improved usability, accessibility, and ease of maintenance, while 
better reflecting the professionalism and vitality of the Society today. 
 
The SGS also continued the momentum and successful revival of The Rock Record newsletter, 
strengthening communication, transparency, and engagement with our membership. 
 
The Saskatchewan Geological Society continued to support students and early-career geoscientists 
through targeted outreach, education, and networking opportunities, recognizing the importance of 
nurturing the next generation of professionals. 
 
A key highlight was the Education Outreach Critical Minerals Superheroes Event, held April 15–16, 
2025, at the Campus Regina Public facility. This initiative engaged more than 600 students, 
introducing them to Saskatchewan’s critical minerals, their role in the global energy transition, and 
the diverse career pathways available within geoscience. I would like to extend my personal and 
sincere thanks to Brittany Laing, Chair of the Education and Outreach Committee, and to all 
volunteers whose time, energy, and expertise made this event such a success. Their collective efforts 
were instrumental in inspiring future geoscientists and promoting Saskatchewan’s leadership in 
critical mineral exploration and development. 
 
Strengthening Indigenous engagement and partnerships has been identified as an important and 
intentional focus for SGS. Indigenous Peoples are integral to Saskatchewan’s past, present, and 
future, including land stewardship, resource development, and geoscience knowledge. The Society 
remains committed to fostering respectful relationships and exploring meaningful opportunities for 
collaboration, learning, and shared understanding moving forward. 
 
SGS also acknowledges the passing of Frances “Fran” Margaret Haidl on July 29, 2025, at the age of 
79 years old.  Fran holds a special place in my heart personally as well as in the history of SGS as she 
was truly a remarkable person, was the first female President, an Honorary Member, and a Lifetime 
Emeritus Member. Fran was a highly respected geologist and educator and was deeply committed to 
learning, mentorship, and outreach. Her leadership and service helped significantly shape the Society 
and left a lasting impact on the geoscience profession. We honour her legacy with deep respect and 

http://www.sgshome.ca/
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extend our sincere condolences to her family, friends, and colleagues.  She will be dearly missed by 
all. 
 
As we look to the future, SGS is proud to be approaching its 75th Anniversary. A dedicated planning 
committee has been established, and early planning is underway. The committee welcomes 
additional members interested in contributing their ideas and time to help commemorate this 
important milestone in the Society’s history. 
 
The successes of 2025 would not have been possible without the dedication of SGS’s volunteers and 
executive members. Their time, expertise, and commitment remain the backbone of the Society. 
 
On behalf of SGS, I extend a heartfelt thank you to Kate MacLachlan for her many years of dedicated 
service as Co-Chair of the GeoExplore Saskatchewan Committee. Kate’s passion, vision, and 
leadership have had a lasting impact on geoscience education across Saskatchewan, resulting in an 
impressive suite of educational resources now available to educators and students. We are grateful 
that she will continue to serve as a valued member of the Committee. 
 
Many thanks and appreciation is also extended to Ralf Maxeiner for his extraordinary leadership and 
contributions as Co-Chair of GeoExplore. Ralf’s guidance has been instrumental to the program’s 
growth and success. I am pleased to report that he will continue to support the Committee on a 
limited basis during the transition as Thomas Love steps into the lead Co-Chair role. I warmly 
welcome Thomas and thank him for taking on this leadership responsibility.  A special thank you is 
also extended to Megan Love for her unwavering commitment and the tremendous contributions 
she has made to GeoExplore over several years. Her behind-the-scenes efforts have been integral to 
the program’s continued success. 
 
I also extend sincere appreciation to Dunja Sorenson and Brayden McDonald for stepping into 
leadership roles as Co-Chairs of the Geoscience Calendar Committee in 2025. Their leadership has 
ensured the continued success of one of the Society’s most visible outreach initiatives. I further 
acknowledge Ralf Maxeiner, founder and past Chair of the Geoscience Calendar Committee, for more 
than a decade of dedicated service. Under his vision, the calendar has become a flagship outreach 
tool, celebrating Saskatchewan’s geology while generating approximately $1,000 annually in revenue 
for the Society. 
 
Finally, I would like to extend a special thanks to all SGS committee members for the tremendous 
dedication, time, and energy they so generously contribute to advancing geoscience education, 
outreach, and professional excellence. Our committees were once again highly active and impactful 
throughout the year, including the Education and Outreach Committee, Field Trip Committee, 
Geoscience Calendar Committee, GeoExplore Saskatchewan Committee, Geological Survey Open 
House Committee, Williston Basin Petroleum Conference Committee, Awards Committee, and 
Honour Roll Committee.  
 
On behalf of the Society and our entire membership, I would like to thank all of our new and 
continued partners and sponsors for your support as the society would not be able to exist without 
you.     
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As we move into 2026, the SGS is exceptionally well positioned to build on this year’s momentum. 
With strong governance, engaged volunteers, and a growing focus on innovation, inclusion and 
community impact, the Society continues to evolve while staying true to its roots. The energy, 
creativity, and commitment demonstrated throughout 2025 give me great confidence and more than 
a little excitement about what lies ahead. Together, we will continue to celebrate our profession, 
support our members, inspire future geoscientists, and ensure SGS remains a vibrant and valued 
voice within Saskatchewan’s geoscience community for many years to come. 
 
Respectfully  Submitted by,  
Nadene Joy 
President, Saskatchewan Geological Society 

 
 

2. VICE-PRESIDENT’S REPORT – GAVIN JENSON  
 

Membership for the Saskatchewan Geological Society decreased in 2025 over the previous year, total 
active membership is 126 down from 147, in 2024. There are 32 student members and 7 corporate 
memberships.  The executive also implemented a stricter policy of limiting correspondence to only 
active members as well as Teams links for society talks to active members only.  

 
Our contact list contains both active members and those with lapsed memberships. The list is 
composed of 126 active members and 343 inactive members. An email will be sent to all 343 
members to remind them to renew their membership in 2026. 

 
Corporate members include APEGS, Fleet Drilling, HY-TECH Drilling, J. D. Mollard & Associates, PTRC, 
ROK Resources and Saskatchewan Mining Association. 

 
Respectfully submitted by,  

 
Gavin Jensen 
Vice President, Saskatchewan Geological Society 
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3. SECRETARY’S REPORT – BRITTANY LAING 

 
This year the Society launched its new website: www.sgshome.ca. The new website offers a more 
modern look for the Society and a more streamlined way track and promote upcoming events, all 
while retaining the same functionalities and materials that could be found on the old site. A big thank 
you to Nadene Joy who helped get this site past the finish line and the wonderful folks at Omni Online 
for helping make this vision a reality. 
 
As secretary, I’ve enjoyed responding to inquiries from both Society members and the public and 
seeing the different ways Society materials and events have an impact on people. One initiative I’m 
especially proud of is the creation and organization of the Society One Drive account, led by Taylor 
Bjork. This new repository will help keep all Society documents in a central, accessible, location and 
ensure the longevity of the fantastic materials we’ve produced over the decades. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Brittany Laing 
Secretary 
 

 
 
 
 

4. BUSINESS MANAGER AND CO-BUSINESS MANAGER’S 
REPORT – TAYLOR FAIRMAN AND CLAIRE STEPHENSON  

 

The first event of 2025 kicked off with the Curling Bonspiel, held on March 21 at the 
Caledonian Curling Club. Eight teams took to the ice for an exciting day of competition, with 
the Rock Doctors team, Chad Fibke, Jessi Steinke, Tyrin Foley, and Caitlyn, curling their way to 
first place. The Best Team Costume award added extra fun to the event and was claimed by 

http://www.sgshome.ca/
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Team Slammin Jammin Famine Salmon, made up of Aerys Roy, Naarah Christian, and Brook 
Schneider. 

 
Later in the year, members gathered for the always-popular annual Golf Tournament on 
September 12 at Tor Golf Hill. Seven teams enjoyed a fantastic day on the course, with the 
first-place prize going to Andrew Thomas, Richard Wood, Codie Page Korchinski, and Chris 
Braun. Individual highlights included Brittney Musleh winning Longest Drive (Women), Caley 
Bjork taking Longest Drive (Men), and Arlene Slimmon sinking the Longest Putt. The Best 
Team Costume prize went to Team FUN, made up of Brittany Lang, Adriana Faye, Hilary 
Roemer, and Celyne Cook. 

 

A big thank-you goes out to our dinner sponsor, Fleet Energy, and to all of our generous hole 
sponsors:  

APEGS, Fleet Energy, Caprice Resources, JD Mollard and Associates, PTRC Sustainable Energy, 
ROK Resources Inc., Heelstone Resources, Hy-Tech Drilling, Saskatchewan Mining Association, 
and IsoEnergy Ltd.    

 

We also extend our appreciation to Omni Online for keeping golfers energized with 
complimentary energy drinks for all. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Taylor Bjork(Fairman) and 

Claire Stephenson 

Business Manager/Co-Business Manager, Saskatchewan Geological Society 
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5. TREASURER’S REPORT – TYRIN FOLEY 

This is an unaudited financial report for the Saskatchewan Geological Society’s 2025 fiscal 

year, which began January 1st, 2025, and ended December 31st, 2025. The 2025 Balance 

Sheet, 2025 Profit and Loss Statement and 2025/2026 Budget are presented at the end of 

this report. What follows highlights the Society’s financial activity during the 2025 fiscal 

year.  (See Appendix A for Financial Statements) 

Summary of Income and Expenses 

The table below summarizes the net income/expenses of our annual operations. In 2025, 

the Society ran a surplus of $9,544.10. Outstanding income and expenses are underlined in 

the table below. The surplus is due to the 2022-2025 Open House Honorarium being 

accounted for all in 2025. The true surplus is a really a deficit of $1,925.70 when calculated 

only with the 2025 honorarium. 

 

Annual operations Income Expense Net 
AGM dinner 2,440.00 4,327.58 -1,887.58 
AGM awards  1,400.00 -1,400.00 
Accounting  1,489.01 -1,489.01 
Calendar 5,250.86 4,910.52 340.34 
Curling bonspiel 525 840.43 -315.43 
Digital Highway Map  339.20 -339.20 
Education and outreach 3,300 6297.99 -2,997.99 
Field trip 10,450 15,763.36 -5,313.36 
General operations (fees and grants)  4,909.53 -4,909.53 
Golf tournament/BBQ 4,590 4,518.93 71.07 

Luncheon talks 8,155 8,661.15 -506.15 

Membership 4,930.00  4,930.00 
Lunches for executive meetings  1,956.48 -1,956.48 
Open House (society related) 15,331.64 2,732.83 12,598.81 

Postage and mailbox rental  209 -209.00 
Promotional material (clothing) 57.14  57.14 
Publications 2,405.06 150.4 2,254.66 
Student Mixer  969.38 -969.38 
WBPC Core Workshop (grant) 16,500 2,450.31 14,049.69 

Website  2464.5 -2,464.50 

    

Grand Total 
$ 
76,585.35 

$ 
64,390.60 

$ 
9,544.10 
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In 2025, major income (net) contributing to the Society’s annual operation balance include:  

1. Dr. Don Kent Core Workshop ($16,500.00) 

2. Open House Honorarium – four years (2022-2025) outstanding ($15,331.64) 

3. APEGS annual grant ($12,500.00) 

4. Annual field trip income ($7,200.00) 

5. Calendar sales ($5,200.00) including sponsorship ($1,750.00). Some sponsorship 

remains outstanding. 

6. Annual membership fees ($4,930.00) 

7. Publications and volume sales ($2,405.06) 

Major expenses (net) contributing to the Society’s annual operation balance included: 

1. Annual field trip ($15,763.36) 

2. Luncheon meeting and speaker expenses ($8,661.15) 

3. Education and outreach ($6,297.99) 

4. Calendar printing ($4,910.52) 

5. Golf tournament and BBQ ($4,518.93) 

6. Annual General Meeting ($4,327.58) 

7. Professional and operational fees ($4,042.58) 

8. Website revamp ($2,464.50) 

Other Society Accounts 

What follows are a few notes on accounts held for specific purposes, outside of the 

Society’s main operating account: 

1. Laszlo Fuzesy Student Poster Award: In 2019, the Fuzesy family donated $20,000.00 

to the Society. In January 2020, the executive decided that the funds would be used 

to support the Laszlo Fuzesy Award for years to come. The award is presented 

annually to the 1st and 2nd place graduate and undergraduate student poster at 

the Saskatchewan Geological Open House. In addition, the funds will also support 

the Robert Millner (top University of Regina student) and Dr. Walter Kupsch Awards 

(top University of Saskatchewan student). As of December 31st, 2025, the balance 

in the Fuzesy donation account is $13,555.89. 

2. GeoExplore Saskatchewan website: In 2019, APEGS provided a $9,090.00 

sponsorship for the development and maintenance of GeoExplore Saskatchewan. 

In 2025, $339.20 was spent on website hosting and licensing fees and $0 was spent 
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working on the website. As of December 31, 2025, the balance in the GeoExplore 

Saskatchewan account is $490.23. 

3. Saskatchewan Geological Open House: Each year, the conference is organized so that 

the event breaks even. The income and expenses for this event are separate from the 

main operating budget of the Society; any surplus from this event cannot be used 

toward regular Society business; any loss is not expected to be covered by the 

Society. Some expenses are still outstanding, such as the main hosting fee. 

2025 Budget 

The Society budget is created from the calculated average income and expenses over a three-

year period and then adjusted based on what is expected for the coming year (Appendix A). 

Sponsorship for the calendar is partially outstanding. The 2025 income is larger than expected 

largely due to the Dr. Don Kent Core Workshop and Open House Honorarium, with the 2025 

honorarium being a combined total from 2022, 2023, 2024 and 2025. The bank transfer 

between the Open House account and general Society account had been missed for the last 

four years for the annual honorarium. The 2025 expenses were larger than forecasted due to 

the overspending on education and outreach, golf tournament and BBQ, luncheon meetings 

and speaker expenses, and the website revamp. Overall, with the increased income and 

expenses, the Society still ran a surplus of 

$9,544.10 in their 2025 operations. After removing the 2022, 2023 and 2024 Open House 

Honorariums from this surplus, the Society actually ran a deficit of $1,925.70 for their true 

2025 operations. 

Guaranteed Investment Certificate (GIC) 

The Society renewed its TD one-year cashable GIC in 2023. As of December 31st, 2025, the 

GIC has a value of $35,608.18 and an interest rate of 3.00%. The GIC will renew automatically 

at the end of each term, unless we decide otherwise. 

Best Practices 

It is a suggested best practice that a non-profit organization such as the Society should have 

between three and six months of budgeted expenses as reserves. The projected expenses 

for 2026, without including the Open House account, are $53,766.40. The Society currently 

has $59,328.68 in its general account and $35,608.18 in a GIC, for a total of $94,936.86, and 

thus has an acceptable amount of money going forward into 2026. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Tyrin Foley, Treasurer
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6. PROGRAM CHAIR’S REPORT – JESSI STEINKE AND 
OMER ATIQ  

 
The SGS Speaker Series had another excellent year, with 10 talks (details below) that all had 
both online and in-person options. Speakers came from a variety of backgrounds and industries, 
ranging from environmental to geotechnical to academia, and included the 2025 Darcy Lecture 
by Dr. Grant Ferguson. We are happy to be able to host such a great range of speakers that are 
excited to share their geological knowledge with us.   
 
The speaker series continues to be an integral Society activity. Coming together to learn about 
geoscience and catching up with other members is a great way to spend a lunch hour. We 
appreciate the continued support from our members who come out or join online and bring 
questions and ideas. We look forward to another lively year! 
 
Winter Program: 
January 23, 2025: Brandon Stoner – NewFields Canada Inc., Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. 
Application of Natural Canadian Zeolite to Recover Residual Potassium from Potash Mining 
Byproducts for a Value-Added Biofertilizer Product 
February 12, 2025: Makram Hedhli – Geological Survey of Canada, Calgary, Alberta. Challenging 
the Mantra: Rethinking the Devonian-Carboniferous Boundary 
February 27, 2025: Grant Ferguson – University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan.  
Living Fossils: Ancient Groundwaters in the Anthropocene 
April 14, 2025: Ben Egan – University of Regina, Regina, Saskatchewan. Reconstructing 
anomalous dinosaur food webs using the geochemistry of amber 
May 7, 2025: Joyce McBeth – University of Regina, Regina, Saskatchewan. Geomicro-safari 
adventures in Saskatchewan: microbialites, hypersaline lakes, microbial mats, and more! 
June 5, 2025: Jacqueline Williams – IBM Canada, Calgary, Alberta. Implementing AI for Data-
Driven Decisions in the Mining and Oil & Gas Industries  
 
Fall Program:  
September 11, 2025: Trevor Allen – Orano, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan.  Unconventional Uranium 
Mining in Saskatchewan  
October 9, 2025: Chris Hawkes – University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. A series 
of short stories involving geoscience and geoengineering in sub-surface energy development 
and storage 
November 19, 2025: Ashlee Thomas – Saskatchewan Geological Survey, Regina, Saskatchewan. 
Lithofacies, Depositional Environments and Petroleum Reservoir Characteristics of the 
Ordovician Red River Formation, Williston Basin, Southeastern Saskatchewan 
December 11, 2025: Todd LeBlanc – Nutrien, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan.  Integrating 
Geophysical Methods for the Characterization of Sub-Seismic Potash Geohazards 
 
Spring Student Mixer: 
March 28th, 2025: University of Regina Owl ς 25 students attended along with SGS Members  
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SGS Luncheon Talk Series 
September 11, 2025: Trevor Allen ς Orano, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 

   
Unconventional Uranium Mining in Saskatchewan 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jessi Steinke and Omer Atiq 
Program Chairs, Saskatchewan Geological Society  
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7. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

7.1 EDUCATION AND OUTREACH COMMITTEE REPORT – BRITTANY LAING  
 

What a year! The Education and Outreach Committee outdid itself in 2025. Truly, I couldn’t ask 
for a more dedicated, fun, and enthusiastic committee. The dream team for 2025 was: David 
Potts-Schwinghamer, Hilary Roemer, Kate MacLachlan, Kevin Ansdell, Lisa Eberharter, Meagan 
Gilbert, Murray Rogers, Nadene Joy, Omer Atik, Robin Mathewson, and Shayne McMillen. 
 
 
This year the Critical Mineral 
Superheroes school lecture returned 
for another successful run on April 
15th and 16th. We ran four sessions, 
saw nearly 600 students (589 to be 
exact—because we count every 
superhero-in-training), and witnessed a 
total of four incredible lectures by Dr. 
Meagan Gilbert. If knowledge were a 
mineral, Meagan would be the richest deposit in Saskatchewan.  

 
Of course, none of this would have happened without our 
volunteers, who swooped in like true superheroes themselves. 
Huge thanks to Adriana Faye, Anastasiya Konchakovsky, Arin 
Kitchen, Ashlyn Emma Kydd, Brendan Bishop, Celyne Cook, Claire 
Stephenson, Courtney Ruthven, Darnavid Puentes, Hibatalla 
Gadalla Naeem Mustafa, Jennifer Cugnet, Joseph Irigiobe, Joshua 
Spanier, Maimuna Mir, Nix Pepper, Nkem Jennifer Okoro, Pat 
Taylor, Rebecca Hay, Sean Lobb, Tasneem King, Taylor Bjork, and 
Zulaihat Jummai Sanni. You all deserve capes. 
 
A special shout-out to our sponsors—APEGS, Saskatchewan 
Mining Association, Saskatchewan Geological Survey, and Orano. 
Without your support, we’d be like a mineral without cleavage—
just breaking awkwardly under pressure. 

 
Finally, we’re thrilled to announce our new outreach chair, Omer Atik! Omer has been a cornerstone 
of this committee for years, and now he’s stepping up to lead. We couldn’t be in better (or friendlier) 
hands. Here’s to another year of inspiring the next generation of geoscientists and proving that 
geology really rocks!  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Brittany Laing 
Chair, Education and Outreach Committee 
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7.2 FIELD TRIP COMMITTEE REPORT – JOHN LAKE  

 
Saskatchewan Geological Society Tour of the Nutrien Cory Potash Mine. 
 
Nutrien Potash Corp. gave 14 members of the Saskatchewan Geological Society an excellent 
underground tour of their Cory Mine (just west of Saskatoon) on May 22, 2025. We had 11 
Geologists from Regina, two from Saskatoon and one from Calgary.  James Isbister gave us a detailed 
explanation of the Patience Lake Member Potash horizon before we went underground.  They 
showed us some unusual collapse and dissolution features and outlined the problems associated 
with their mine, in addition to letting us collect rock samples.  We would like to thank Nutrien for an 
excellent tour including the delicious meal and for being such excellent hosts.   
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Saskatchewan Geological Society 2025 Annual Field Trip to Bay of Fundy, Nova Scotia. 
 

 
 
This year twelve lucky Society Members ventured to Nova Scotia on June 9-13, 2025 to check out the 
Geology of the Bay of Fundy area.  Dr. Murray Gingras and his co-field trip guide/ Grad Student Cody 
Lazowski from the University of Alberta did an excellent job of leading the Field Trip.  They 
introduced us to the sediments associated with of the Bay of Fundy tidal bore and we hiked 
numerous tidal channels (including Mud Otter Slides).  We also visited Hopewell Cape, the Joggins 
Fossil Cliffs and Magnetic Hill.  We flew into Halifax and stayed at Best Western Hotels in Truro and 
Moncton.  Thanks to Murray and Cody for such a great field trip. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
John Lake, SGS Field Trip Co-ordinator  
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7.3 GEOSCIENCE CALENDAR COMMITTEE REPORT – DUNJA SORENSON AND 
BRAYDEN MCDONALD 

 
Co-Chairs: Dunja Sorenson and Brayden McDonald 
 
Members: Kevin Ansdell (U of S), Ken Ashton (SK Survey, Editor), Fred Shrimer (SK Survey, Copy Editor), 
Karen Bawden (Retired Geologist), Brittany Laing (SK Survey), Meagan Gilbert (SK Survey) 
 
Honorable mention: Ralf Maxeiner (all his mentorship throughout this transition year) 
 
Treasurer: Tyrin Foley 

This is the 75th Anniversary of the Saskatchewan Geological Society and the 11th edition of the 

Geocalendar!  We hope the 2026 calendar lives up to the expectations of our members and we 

would love to thank the many sponsors for their contributions. If it were not for the strong 

geoscience community built in-part by the society, we would not be able to continue this 

wonderful tradition. 

Member can purchase a calendar through the society website (https://sgshome.ca/geoscience-

calendar-payment/). Payments made online will not have shipping included, so arrangements will 

have to be made to pick up the calendar(s). To make it easier for everyone, there are several 

locations in both Saskatoon (McNally-Robinson) and Regina (Ryal Saskatchewan Museum, Fresh 

Air, Bushwakkers Pub, and the SGS Survey Lab) that have the calendars for sale.   

Thank you from the 2026 Geoscience Calendar committee. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dunja Sorenson and  

Brayden McDonald 

Geoscience Calendar Committee Co-Chairs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://sgshome.ca/geoscience-calendar-payment/
https://sgshome.ca/geoscience-calendar-payment/
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7.4 GEOEXPLORE SASKATCHEWAN COMMITTEE REPORT - THOMAS LOVE 

AND RALF MAXEINER  
 

Co-Chairs: Thomas Love and Ralf Maxeiner (Sask. Ministry of Energy and Resources - SER) 

Regina Members: Kate MacLachlan (APEGS); Janis Dale (U of R); Michelle Hanson (SER); Eric Nickel 
(PTRC); Norm Sacuta (PTRC); Pam Schwann (SMA); SMA Education Outreach; 
Megan Love (SER) 

Long-distance Members: Kevin Ansdell (U of S); Emily Bamforth (Philip J. Currie Dinosaur Museum in 
Wembley, Alberta) 

 
 

The GeoExplore Saskatchewan (GeoExplore) committee had some 

updates during 2025. Thomas Love is now a Co-Chair on the 

committee replacing Kate MacLachlan, who will continue to serve 

as a Regina-based member for the foreseeable future. 

 

Ralf Maxeiner will continue to help out (sparingly) as a co-chair 

with the smaller group of committee members that have been 

actively making changes to the GeoExplore website behind the 

scenes. Ralf will step down as a co-chair with his impending 

retirement in mid-2026. 

The ArcGIS templates previously used for the initial GeoExplore build have been successfully migrated into 

the new format. Megan Love took this task on and developed a modernized design and enhanced user 

experience for the website. The entire site has been refreshed using the latest ESRI templates and now 

presents a clean, updated look. Moving forward, we plan to implement minor photo updates and content 

changes over the 2026 calendar year to ensure the site remains current and engaging. 
 

 
 

 
Item 

5 yr 

BUDGET 

 
2019 

 
2020 

 
2021 

 
2022 

 
2023 

 
2024 

 
2025 

 
Total 

Phase 1  ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL 

Administrator License  $ 159.00 $ 159.00 $ 166.50 $ 166.50 $ 177.60 $ 177.60 $ 169.90 $ 1,176.10 

ArcGIS Software Suite         $ - 

Creator License  $ 218.95 $ 163.84 $ 166.50 $ 166.50 $ 177.60 $ 177.60 $ 169.90 $ 1,240.89 

Viewer License #1 (no longer required)  $ 177.12       $ 177.12 

Extra data storage         $ - 

Committee expenses         $ - 

Dropbox (discontinued after 2019)  $ 155.88       $ 155.88 

Salaries  $ 1,926.00 $ 2,755.00    $ 1,100.00  $ 5,781.00 

Computer for student         $ - 

GAC/MAC Fee    $ 56.50     $ 56.50 

TOTAL $ 9,090.00 $ 2,636.95 $ 3,077.84 $ 389.50 $ 333.00 $ 355.20 $ 1,455.20 $ 339.80 $ 8,587.49 

Running Balance  $ 6,453.05 $ 3,375.21 $ 2,985.71 $ 2,652.71 $ 2,297.51 $ 842.31 $ 502.51 $ 502.51 

 

 
In early 2026, we will pursue additional funding for GeoExplore as the APEGS seed money has been nearly 

exhausted. We have engaged APEGS about new funding and a draft is currently being developed. We hope 

to submit this request by the end of January. 

 

https://skgeolhighwaymap.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=a845cbb370f7401597806887318e2676
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A discussion about the plan to make the map-portion of GeoExplore available as a mobile-friendly ESRI 

application will also be back on the agenda. In addition to the committee of geoscientists under the 

auspices of the Saskatchewan Geological Society, GeoExplore was made possible by the financial support 

from APEGS, and personnel support from the Saskatchewan Geological Survey, the Saskatchewan Mining 

Association, the Royal Saskatchewan Museum, Tourism Saskatchewan, the Petroleum Technology Research 

Council and the Philip J. Currie Dinosaur Museum.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Thomas Love 

GeoExplore Co-Chair 
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7.5 SASKATCHEWAN GEOLOGICAL OPEN HOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT – 
MICHELLE HANSON 

 
Committee Chair: Michelle Hanson  
 
Committee Members: Michelle Amor, Alisa Barilla, 
Aaron Coons, Adriana Faye, Tasneem King, Thomas 
Love, Keara Lueke, Desiree Mckonnings-Anyigba, 
Tyler Music, Deirdre O’Donohoe 
 
The 54th Saskatchewan Geological Open House was 
held December 1st to 3rd 2025, at the Delta 
Bessborough Hotel in Saskatoon where we were 
pleased to host affordable geoscience learning 

opportunities. Below are some of the highlights. 
 

Attendance Over 1000 people attended, which is a record!!! 

Poster  
Presentations 

Total: 31 

¶ Grad students: 9; please see the awards section for poster 
winners 

¶ Undergrad student: 8; please see the awards section for 
poster winners  

¶ Other geological surveys and universities: 7 

¶ Saskatchewan Geological Survey staff: 4 

¶ Industry: 3 

Technical  
Program 

29 geoscience talks from  

¶ the Saskatchewan Geological Survey, 

¶ other Canadian geological surveys (provincial and federal) 

¶ industry, and 

¶ academia 

Short Course Fifty delegates attended a short course entitled A Short Review of 
Uranium Deposit Model Types ς From their Historical Importance, 
Geological Context, and Case Examples (exclusive of unconformity-
related uranium deposits presented by David Thomas, Consulting 
Geologist 
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Financially, the Open House is organized 
every year to break even. There was a 
decrease in sponsorship this year but also a 
slight decrease in overall expenses (see the 
preliminary summary in the accompanying 
table). After all expenses are paid and an 
honorarium is transferred to the Society, 
the 2025 event might run a slight deficit 
(~$3000), but this will be covered by funds 
in the Open House account, not the 
Society’s account. 
 
The committee chair would like to thank all 
the committee members for their hard 
work. It takes an incredible amount of work 
behind the scenes to produce such a 
successful, organized, well-attended and 
well-received conference.  
 
The Saskatchewan Geological Survey and the members of the Open House organizing 
committee would like to thank the Society for its continued involvement in, and support of, 
the Saskatchewan Geological Open House. This alliance enables both partners to fulfill their 
mandates of supporting the mineral exploration industry and promoting geoscience in the 
province.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Michelle Hanson 
Open House Committee Chair 

 
 

7.6 WILLISTON BASIN PETROLEUM CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORT -DAN 
KOHLRUSS 

 

The Williston Basin Petroleum Conference (WBPC), co-hosted by the Saskatchewan Ministry of 
Energy and Resources and the Petroleum Technology Research Centre, remains a cornerstone 
event for Saskatchewan, bringing together industry leaders, researchers, and stakeholders. The 
WBPC took place April 28 to 30, 2025, in Regina, Saskatchewan. This year’s theme was, 
“Saskatchewan Means Business,” which underscored the province’s pivotal role in oil and gas 
exploration and development, particularly in the Williston Basin and other major producing 
areas of Saskatchewan. 
 
A major success and highlight of the conference was the Saskatchewan Geological Society’s -
Don Kent Core Workshop, an integral component of the event. Once again, the workshop was a 
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significant fundraiser for the Society, generating $16,000 to fund society events. It not only 
bolsters our financial stability but also provides an invaluable platform for the dissemination of 
geological insights and innovations. 
 

The core workshop was expanded from its typical 6 presentations to 11 presentations, offering 
more content, more perspectives, and greater “bang for their buck” for attendees. 
Presentations were selected to highlight the range of Saskatchewan’s oil producing formations 
and to deliver content that was directly relevant to oil and gas operators. The Saskatchewan 
Geological Survey (SGS) delivered 7 of the 11 presentations along with 4 industry presenters. 
Four additional Survey geologists organized and moderated the event. 
 
The success of the core workshop was also made possible by the outstanding work of our 
warehouse team. Their effort to move and prepare drill core for display with exceptional speed 
and efficiency ensured a seamless transition between morning and afternoon presentations. 
Their behind-the-scenes coordination, attention to detail, and commitment to excellence 
enabled presenters and attendees to focus fully on the technical content without disruption, 
critical contribution to the event’s success. 
 
The Core Workshop and Conference received strong praise from industry stakeholders for its 
relevance and quality.  
 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Dan Kohlruss 
Williston Basin Petroleum Conference Committee 
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1. SASKATCHEWAN GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY AWARDS 

8.1 STUDENT AWARDS COMMITTEE REPORT – DAN KOHLRUSS 
 

The Society presents six student awards each year to recognize the individual achievements of 
excelling geology majors from both the University of Regina and the University of Saskatchewan. The 
awards are as follows: 
 
• The Robert Milner Award, presented to the top graduating undergraduate geology student at 
University of Regina is Willow Skagos, who is the 55th recipient of the Award. 
 
Robert Milner was a prominent Saskatchewan geologist who made significant contributions to the 
understanding of the sedimentology and stratigraphy of the Jurassic System in Saskatchewan, 
particularly units such as the Watrous, Gravelbourg, Shaunavon, Vanguard formations. The award 
was first given in 1971 and there has been 54 previous recipients. 
 
The Dr. Walter Kupsch Award, presented to the top graduating undergraduate geology student at 
University of Saskatchewan is James Kulrich, who is the 38th recipient of the Award.  
Walter Kupsch was a geology professor at the University of Saskatchewan who made important 
contributions through his work in Quaternary geology, terrain analysis, and northern non-renewable 
resource development.  
 
• The President’s Award, presented for the best undergraduate student poster at the Saskatchewan 
Geological Survey’s Open House.  
First Place – Anna Brooks, of the University of Saskatchewan, ά¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ hǊƛƎƛƴ ƻŦ IŜƳŀǘƛǘŜ 
in Red Beds Occurring in Paleoproterozoic Fluvial-alluvial Rocks of Northern Saskatchewan and 
bǳƴŀǾǳǘέ 
Second Place – Claudia Foggett, of the University of Western Ontario, ά/ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¦ǊŀƴƛǳƳ 
aƛƴŜǊŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ !ƭǘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ wŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ /ŀƴ!ƭŀǎƪŀ ¦ǊŀƴƛǳƳΩǎ tƛƪŜ ½ƻƴŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ 
aŎ!ǊǘƘǳǊ tǊƻƧŜŎǘέ 
 
• The Dr. Laszlo Fuzesy Award, presented for the best two graduate student posters at the 
Saskatchewan Geological Survey’s Open House: 
 
First place - Madison DeCorby, of the University of Saskatchewan, άhǊƛƎƛƴ ŀƴŘ {ƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ [ƛ 
LǎƻǘƻǇŜ /ƻƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 9ǇŜƛǊƛŎ aŀǊƛƴŜ /ŀǊōƻƴŀǘŜǎ ϧ CƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ .ǊƛƴŜέ 
Second place - Kacia George, of the University of Saskatchewan, άtŜǘǊƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ hōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ±a{ 
Mineralization at the Bigstone Deposit, Flin Flon Domain,  
bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ {ŀǎƪŀǘŎƘŜǿŀƴέ 
• The Kim Kreis Field Trip Scholarship, presented to the two students that wrote the best essays 
about the benefits of attending the field trip.  The lone winner this year was Katie Kreutzer. This is 
the second year this Scholarship has been awarded. 
Kim Kreis was a big believer in the value of the field trip and the educational value of actually seeing 
and touching the rocks during the trip. Especially for the new generations of geologists. Kim was 
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always assisting and encouraging students to attend the field trip. During the field trip, Kim went out 
of his way to welcome and make students feel comfortable with the other geologists.  
Winners of the student poster awards are publicly recognized at the Society’s Annual Awards 
Banquet. The Milner, Kupsch and President’s award plaques are kept at the recipient’s respective 
University Geology offices and the Fuzesy plaque is kept at the Subsurface Lab in Regina. 
 
Congratulations to all the winners! And many thanks to Dr. Jim Lee from the University of 
Saskatchewan and Dr. Leslie Robbins from the University of Regina. Thanks to poster session 
organizer Tyrin Foley and undergraduate judges Brittany Laing (Saskatchewan Geological Survey) and 
Sean Lobb (Saskatchewan Geological Survey), as well as graduate poster judge Svieda Ma. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Dan Kohlruss, Past-President 
 
 

8.2 HONOUR ROLL COMMITTEE REPORT – DAVID THOMAS (CHAIR)  
 

The Honour Roll sub-committee was established in 2002.  Since the death of Dr. Don Kent in June 
2022, Dr. Jim Christopher has assumed the role of Emeritus Chairman, whereas David Thomas was 
Acting Chair of the committee in 2025. Other committee members are Pam Schawnn, Mike Thomas 
and Lynn Kelley. The president of the Society, currently Nadene Joy, is an ex-officio member. 

 
The Honour Roll recognizes those whose contribution to the science of geology has significantly 
enhanced our understanding of Saskatchewan’s geological history, character and mineral or energy 
resources. It also recognizes geologists who have pioneered new investigative geological methods in 
the province. There are at present thirty-six members on the Honour Roll, a full list of whom with 
their citations is on the Saskatchewan Geological Society website under the heading Awards. 

 
During 2025, Mr. John Lake was inducted into the Society’s Honour Roll in recognition of his inspiring 
dedication and contributions to understanding the sedimentology and stratigraphy of oil and gas 
deposits of the Williston Basin, and for his unceasing willingness through the years to share that 
knowledge. Citation for Mr. Lake was read in conjunction with a PowerPoint presentation at the 
Society Awards Dinner in January 2025.  

 
A nomination was received and accepted by the committee in late 2025 for induction of Mr. Ralf 
Maxeiner to the Society’s Honour Roll. The induction ceremony for Mr. Maxeiner is scheduled for the 
AGM and Awards dinner in January 2026.  

 
On behalf of the Honour Roll sub-committee, 
Respectfully submitted by,  
David Thomas 
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APPENDIX A: FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
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