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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
The Saskatchewan Geological Society (“Society”) experienced a productive year, once again,
that included many opportunities for professional development and a number of recreational
events. The Society offered a good variety of professional development events this year. First
and foremost are our luncheon seminars. Murray Rogers and Jason Cosford organised a diverse
and very interesting suite of speakers that made for a very high quality roster of presentations.
Members enjoyed topics such as continental margin basins, salt structures, structural geology in
the Himalayas and flooding on the prairies.
John Lake organized another successful field trip with members visiting a modern carbonate
environment in south Florida. The Society’s annual field trip is an excellent opportunity to visit a
variety of geological settings and offers members of every vintage a great opportunity to develop
and enhance their geoscience skills.
The Saskatchewan Geological Open House (“Open House”) was held in Saskatoon from
December 1-3, 2014. The Open House is co-hosted by the Society and the Saskatchewan
Geological Survey, a branch of the Saskatchewan Ministry of the Economy. More than 750
delegates attended the 2014 Open House, which included a fully subscribed short course and
four speaking sessions that offered high-quality geoscience presentations. The Society sponsors a
student poster contest each year at the meeting and this year, 16 graduate and 8 undergraduate
students participated. A highlight of the event was our annual Public Lecture, one of the
Society’s most important outreach efforts. This year’s speaker was Dr. Nizar Ibrahim from the
University of Chicago. Ralf Maxeiner and Murray Rogers are to be commended for suggesting
and securing such a high-profile speaker for the event. I also like to would like to thank the Open
House committee for its efficient organisation of this event.
With the Open House now part of the Society’s annual responsibilities the Treasurer’s position
has never been more important. From navigating the Society’s financial obligations in the world
of new legislation for non-profit organisations to fulfilling its responsibilities to remit goods and
services tax, Michelle Hanson has gone above and beyond the requirements formerly required of
our Treasurer. The Society extends its gratitude for her commitment to the position. Further
information on this year’s activities is available below in the Treasurer’s report.
The Society’s website was migrated to a new platform this year. In the future, the Society plans
to use its website to help provide important information to the membership rather than just mass
e-mails. Dan Kohlruss spearheaded this effort. We suggest that you go and take a look at what
the Society has to offer at www.sgshome.ca. Please note that we are still in the process of
finalizing some of the pages. Input from the membership on improving the website and its
content is always appreciated.
We have again made a few changes to the Society’s bylaws, mainly to streamline the function of
the Society’s Executive committee (“Executive”). Thanks to Murray Rogers, Ralf Maxeiner,
Michelle Hanson and Jason Cosford for reviewing the bylaws and making the appropriate
changes.
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As always, the Society’s social events were well attended and very enjoyable. The year started
with our Annual Bonspiel at Regina’s Tartan Club, co-hosted by the society and the University
of Regina’s D.M. Kent Club of Geology. A full slate of teams competed, many in full costume.
The Society would like to thank Lynn Kelley and Kate MacLachlan for organizing the event. As
always, the Society’s annual golf tournament and barbeque was one of the most enjoyable events
of the year. Four teams enjoyed a beautiful September afternoon and then over 50 members
convened at the MacDougall residence for the follow-up barbeque. We would like to thank Dave
and Alice MacDougall for hosting the event, once again, and all the volunteers that helped with
set up, cooking and clean up.
The Annual General Meeting was scrupulously planned by Dave MacDougall. The Society
would like to thank Dave for having the vision to make the meeting a ‘can’t miss’ event on the
Society calendar. Wine for the event was sponsored by D.M. Kent Consulting Geologist.
I would like to thank the Executive for its hard work in 2014: Ralf Maxeiner (Vice President),
Michelle Hanson (Treasurer), Dan Kohlruss (Secretary), Kate MacLachlan (Business Manager),
Murray Rogers (Program Chair), Jason Cosford (Assistant Program Chair), Lynn Kelley (Past
President) and Mark Matthews and Shayna Glass (D.M. Kent Geology Club student liaisons).
Murray, Dan, Kate and Lynn will be leaving the Executive in 2014 and the Society thanks them
for volunteering their time. In addition, we acknowledge our committee chairs for 2014: John
Lake (Field trip), Kate MacLachlan and Fran Haidl (Education and Outreach), Fran Haidl
(Geoscape Saskatchewan), Dan Kohlruss, Ralf Maxeiner and Michelle Hanson (Website), Dave
MacDougall, Don Kent, and Jim Christopher (Honour Roll), Jason Berenyi (Open House), Dave
MacDougall (AGM), Lynn Kelley and Kate MacLachlan (Curling bonspiel), and Colin Card and
Thomas Love (Golf tournament and BBQ). Finally, I would like to thank all of our volunteers for
this year’s events. Thanks for helping the Society achieve its goals.
Respectfully submitted,
Colin D. Card, P.Geo.
President.

VICE-PRESIDENT’S REPORT
A few changes have been made this year to the way the Society keeps track of its members. Up
to this point, membership has been tracked in Excel spreadsheets, which has resulted in many
inconsistencies and in loss of historical membership records. The creation of an Access database
to keep track of members will allow future Vice Presidents much more versatility in querying the
membership database. Of equal importance, is the added ability to track members and Executive
members through the years. In addition, a table of soft and hard rock companies that have been
active in Saskatchewan was added to the database in order to be able to send out solicitations for
corporate sponsorships and donations. To that end, about 80 solicitation letters were sent out in
July and because of the lateness of the request, the 12 companies that responded favourably were
made corporate members until the end of 2015. Active memberships are up slightly because of
persistent hounding of delinquent members. Student memberships are up because of the great
work by Shayna Glass and the rest of the D.M. Kent Club executives.
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Category
Active/ Lifetime/ Emeritus
Student
Corporate
Amateur/ Information/ Honorary
Total

2005
102
32
7
3
144

2006
100
47
25
3
175

2007
87
22
20
3
132

2008
105
26
18
3
152

2009
97
26
10
2
135

2010
106
78
8
3
195

2011
107
117
6
4
234

2012
66
58
3
3
130

2013
87
67
2
4
160

2014
106
80
14
7
207

Another change has been the addition of a Dropbox account, which all members of the Executive
will be able to access in order to save and exchange files. It allows for the archiving of important
historical files. Files such as the membership database, the bylaws and the AGM reports will be
kept there for future reference. The Vice-President will be in charge of maintaining these records
going forward.
A special thanks to our corporate members and sponsors of 2014, who are listed below.
AGRIUM, VANSCOY POTASH OPERATIONS

GEM OIL INC.

CAPRICE RESOURCES LTD

HUSKY ENERGY

CLAUDE RESOURCES

MARK C BAKER

D.M. KENT CONSULTING GEOLOGIST

NAL RESOURCES LIMITED

DENISON MINES CORP.

POTASH CORPORATION OF SASKATCHEWAN

FISSION URANIUM CORP

RIFE RESOURCES

FORAN MINING CORPORATION

SPHERE ENERGY CORP

Respectfully submitted,
Ralf Maxeiner
Vice-President

BUSINESS MANAGER’S REPORT
In early 2015 the bylaws of the society were updated. This update included changes to the role
and responsibilities of the business manager. The new description is provided below.
The business manager shall:
(a) assume the duties of the Secretary or Treasurer in their absence,
(b) coordinate the three main social events of the Society: the Annual General Meeting, the
Curling Bonspiel, and the Golf Tournament/BBQ. Duties would include soliciting volunteers to
help to work on organizing the event and at the event, booking the venue, assigning tasks,
oversight on all aspects of the event including the schedule, food, awards, prizes, tickets,
invitations, audio-visual, etc. where appropriate, and
(c) report to the Executive on the status of these events.
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The Curling bonspiel was held March 29th at the Tartan Curling club again this year. It was a
combined event with the D.M. Kent club and was well attended. The annual golf tournament and
BBQ was held on September 5th. The turnout for golf was quite low this year, but the BBQ was
well attended as usual. We would like to thank Tom Love for helping to organize the golf
tournament and Dave and Alice McDougall for hosting the BBQ. The annual meeting committee
consisted of Dave McDougall, Michelle Hanson and I. I would like to thank Dave and Michelle
for their efforts to deliver another successful Annual Meeting and Awards Banquet this year.
Respectfully submitted,
Kate MacLachlan
Business Manager

TREASURER’S REPORT
The 2014 Profit and Loss Statement and Balance Sheet are presented below. What follows are
the highlights of the Society’s Treasury activity during the 2014 fiscal year.
After consultation with an accountant, I have adjusted the way I record income and expense
items so that they fall within the appropriate fiscal year. For example, the Delta Bessborough
Hotel bill for the Open House should be paid under the same fiscal year as the Open House it
applies to, but this bill commonly does not arrive until the following fiscal year. It has thus been
recorded under Accounts Payable before the end of the appropriate fiscal year. As a
consequence, the 2014 Profit and Loss statement includes some income and expenses that appear
to be double. These discrepancies have been highlighted below and the Profit and Loss
statements going forward will more accurately reflect income and expenses in each fiscal year.
In 2013, the Executive decided to reduce the value of the Society’s publications by 90% to more
realistically reflect their liquidation value. In 2014, the Executive decided to further reduce the
value of publications and merchandise to $0, again to more realistically reflect their liquidation
value. This was done in consultation with an accountant. As a result, the Executive has
discontinued purchasing insurance for these items.
The Executive has chosen to invest in Director’s Liability Insurance to protect the Executive in
the case of litigation and Event Insurance to protect the Society during the various events it
participates in, including the Open House.
The one-time grant from the Williston Basin Petroleum Conference that the Society received in
2011 in order to bring in more high-profile speakers has been nearly depleted.
The one-time grant that comprises the Geoscape account will likely be depleted in the next year
or two. This account is used to fund educational outreach programs, including the annual
elementary school talk and the public lectures. The biggest projected expense from this account
is transportation for the elementary school students to attend the annual talk, which is
approximately $3000 annually. Within the next two years, the Society will have to locate another
source of funding or attendance to this event will decrease significantly. The current and
upcoming Executive would welcome any suggestions or volunteers to aid in this task.
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For the fiscal year 2013, the Executive engaged an accountant to perform a Review Engagement
Report. A Review Engagement Report is not an audit. The Executive chose to undertake this task
because of the increased responsibility that has arisen from co-hosting the Open House. This
report demonstrated that the Society is properly recording its income and expenses. The report is
available to members upon request.
As of July 21st, 2014, the Society has a GST registration number. This is because income from
the Open House exceeds the small business limit of $50,000 annually for non-profit
organizations. The Society was thus required to charge GST on all commercial activities. For all
activities that pertain to members only (e.g., the annual golf tournament), the Society is not
required to charge GST. The Society can also claim credits against GST paid that relate to
commercial activities.
The Society’s Saskatchewan Savings Bonds matured in 2013 and the money was reinvested into
a one-year GIC in 2014.
Respectfully submitted,
Michelle Hanson
Treasurer
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PROGRAM CHAIR’S REPORT
We would like to extend our thanks to all of the speakers in 2014 for the high quality of the talks,
and to the members and guests who attended the talks. The luncheon talks will continue to be
held at the downtown Ramada Hotel in Regina. We are always on the look-out for speakers so if
anyone has any suggestions please contact us. A total of 11 luncheon talks in Regina and a
public lecture in Saskatoon were held and are listed. Attendance averaged 25 to 30 for the
luncheon talks.
Dr. Webster Mohriak, AAPG Distinguished Lecturer
January 23, 2014
Birth and Development of Continental Margin Basins: Analogies from the South Atlantic, North
Atlantic and the Red Sea
Dr. Carl Fiduk, AAPG Distinguished Lecturer
February 28, 2014
The Influence of Salt Structures and Salt Deformation on Petroleum Exploration in the DeepWater Northern Gulf of Mexico
Dr. Julia Gale, AAPG Distinguished Lecturer
March 10, 2014
Natural Fractures in Shale Hydrocarbon Reservoirs
Mr. Murray Rogers, Saskatchewan Geological Survey
April 16, 2014
The Black Hills of South Dakota, A Review of the 2013 Society Field Trip, The Geology and
Some Local History
Dr. Allison Kennedy Thurmond, AAPG Distinguished Lecturer
May 1, 2014
Industry-Driven Advances in Predictive Earth Systems Modeling: Addressing the
Paleotopography Challenge in 4D
Dr. Neil Williams, Society of Economic Geologists, Thayer Lindsley Visiting Lecturer
September 4, 2014
Deep Mineral Exploration – The Next Economic Geology Frontier
Dr. Fran Hein, Chief Geologist, Alberta Energy Regulator, Canadian Provincial and Territorial
Geologists 2014 Medalist
September 24, 2014
The Geology of the Alberta Oil Sands: Big Challenges, Big Rewards
Dr. Gary Yeo, Geological Consultant, GYeo Research & Exploration
October 9, 2014
Sandstone-hosted Uranium in the Carboniferous – Jurassic Karoo Supergroup of Southern
Africa
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Dr. Kyle Larson, University of British Columbia
October 23, 2014
Whence the Mountains? Recent Advances in Understanding the Evolution of the Himalaya
Ms. Lisa Towery, AAPG Distinguished Lecturer
November 21, 2014
Appropriate Reservoir Modeling: Integration across Subsurface Disciplines
Dr. Nizar Ibrahim, University of Chicago
December 2, 2014
Saskatchewan Geological Open House Public Lecture, Saskatoon
Bigger than T. rex – the Hunt for the Largest Predatory Dinosaur
Mr. John Fahlman, Saskatchewan Water Security Agency
December 10, 2014
Landscape, Hydrology and Weather – a Look at Some Recent Flood Events in Saskatchewan
The following talks have been confirmed for the winter-spring session of 2015.
Jean Bedard – GAC Howard Street Robinson Lecturer; January 22nd (Archean continental drift)
Barry Katz – AAPG Distinguished Lecturer; January 23rd (Petroleum source rocks)
Deb Shewfelt – Northrim Consulting; date to be determined (Potash)
Ali Polat – GAC W.W. Hutchison Medal Lecturer; March 13th (Archean west Greenland)
Andrew Cohen – University of Arizona; March 19th or 20th (African lake sediment coring)
Cathy Busby – AAPG Distinguished Lecturer; April 1st (Oceanic arcs)
Taury Smith – AAPG Distinguished Lecturer; April 17th (Petroleum)
Ryan McKellar – Royal Saskatchewan Museum; date to be determined (Amber paleontology)

Respectfully submitted,
Murray Rogers, Program Chair
Jason Cosford, Assistant Program Chair
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COMMITTEE REPORT’S
Education and Outreach Committee (EOC) Report
EOC Chair: Kate MacLachlan
Members:
Fran Haidl
Dave MacDougall
Michelle Hanson
Geoscape sub-committee Chair: Fran Haidl
As chair of the committee I would like to thank all the committee and sub-committee members
and volunteers who have helped to undertake our various activities and produce this report. I
look forward to serving as chair again in 2015.
Geoscape Southern Saskatchewan
We continue to receive requests for the Geoscape Southern Saskatchewan poster, and for MS
Word versions of our lesson plans and additional Earth Science information via our
geoscapesask website email address. In 2015, after the transfer to a new server of the
geoscapesask website has been completed, we plan to update the many broken links on this
website.
School Lecture
In 2013 the school lecture was moved to the Fall. It was separated into two different talks for
grades 3-5 and grades 7 and 8, on different days with different speakers. We had intended to
repeat last year’s topic and speakers this year for a different group of students. Unfortunately this
did not work out, so the school lecture is now planned for the week of April 20-24th, 2015. The
topic will be gold and base metals in Saskatchewan and the speakers will be Ryan Morelli and
Colin Card from the Saskatchewan Geological Survey. We plan to look for additional funding to
help cover the cost of busing students to the event in 2015.
Open House Public Lecture
We did not hold a public lecture in Regina this year. However the SGS did sponsor a public
lecture in association with the Geological Survey Open House in Saskatoon. This year we were
very pleased to have Dr. Nizar Ibrahim, The University of Chicago, Organismal Biology &
Anatomy. His talk entitled "Bigger than T.Rex: The Hunt for the Largest Predatory
Dinosaur" was held December 2 at the Delta Bessborough Hotel in Saskatoon. The talk was
excellent and very well attended. It was reported on by both CBC, the Leader Post and the Star
Phoenix and Dr. Ibrahim was interviewed by Sheila Coles on CBC radio. This talk was cosponsored with the Saskatchewan Mining Association (SMA) and the Association of
Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of Saskatchewan (APEGS).
Other
The SGS Education and Outreach Committee is looking for volunteers to help run our activities
in 2015. We are also hoping to continue to involve some external participants from the Boards of
Education and the Saskatchewan Science Centre. If you would be willing to help out when you
have time, interest or specific expertise for a given event, please contact the chair of the EOC
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(Kate MacLachlan at katem@apegs.ca). Some of the events we are planning for 2015 include: 1)
2014/2015 school lecture (spring 2015); 2) 2015/2016 school lecture (fall 2015); 2) Regina
public lecture; and 3) the Open House public lecture (Saskatoon).
Respectfully submitted,
Kate MacLachlan
EOC Chair

Open House Report
Chair: Jason Berenyi; Saskatchewan Geological Survey
Members:
Colin Card; Saskatchewan Geological Society
Brianne Coffey; Saskatchewan Geological Survey
Michelle Hanson; Saskatchewan Geological Society
Thomas Love; Saskatchewan Geological Survey
Deirdre O’Donohoe; Saskatchewan Geological Survey
Dustin Zmetana; Saskatchewan Geological Survey
The 45th Annual Open House was held Dec. 1st – 3rd, 2014 at the Delta Bessborough Hotel in
Saskatoon. Despite the tough economic times that the minerals industry is currently facing, the
conference was very well attended with over 700 delegates and over 60 exhibitors. There were a
record 41 geologic posters on display with 24 student presenters, far surpassing last year’s record
student involvement of 17 posters. In 2014, the Open House committee revamped the exhibitor
and sponsorship fee structure and, therefore, incomes between the 2014 and 2013 Open Houses
stated below are not directly comparable.
Over 50 students from the U of R and the U of S attended the conference, most for the Student
Night event, which was hosted by Saskatchewan Geological Survey staff and sponsored by
APEGS and the Society.
Four technical sessions were held from Dec. 2nd to 3rd and featured 39 geoscience talks by
Survey staff, industry and academic researchers. Fourty-nine delegates attended a hydrothermal
alteration short course instructed by SRK Consulting. Several delegates expressed their
appreciation for an affordable geoscience learning opportunity hosted in Saskatchewan.
A break-down of the income and expenditures related to the conference is included below
courtesy of Michelle Hanson and Deirdre O’Donohoe. A breakdown of the last two year’s Open
House income and expenses is compared below.
The Saskatchewan Geological Survey and the members of the Open House Organizing
committee would like to thank the Society for its continued involvement in, and support of, the
province’s premier geoscience conference.
Respectfully submitted,
Jason Berenyi; Open House Committee Cair
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Website Committee Report
Chair: Dan Kohlruss
Members:
Michelle Hanson
Kate MacLachlan
Ralf Maxeiner
Megan Love
A brand new enhanced website has been launched for the Saskatchewan Geological Society.
In late 2013 concerns were raised regarding the Society’s aging website. The content
management system (CMS) was extremely difficult to use and no user manual was available.
Also, the CMS was so badly out of date it was not useable and not functioning on some of the
current internet browsers. The website was at risk of no longer being useable at all.
The website committee was struck to address the above issues as well as to re-structure and
modernize the website. OH!Media was used once again to provide the CMS and the committee
decided to switch from Loose Foot to OH!Media to host the website as well. Relevant content
from the old site was migrated over to the new site and some new enhancements were made.
Members of the committee received training from OH! Media on the brand new, user friendly
CMS and a user manual was provided.
The new site contains many of the old site’s content along with new features which include a
“News” feed on the front page and an “Events” feed on every page so members will be apprised
of upcoming activities, such as the AGM, the curling bonspiel, golf tournament and upcoming
talks. Also, a scrolling banner with corporate member’s logos is featured at the bottom of every
page adding significant value to the corporate membership.
Please visit the new website and visit regularly!
Respectfully submitted,
Dan Kohlruss
Website Committee Chair
Field Trip Report
Chair: John Lake
Saskatchewan Geological Society 2014 Modern Carbonate Field Trip to Miami, Florida
Five lucky SGS Members ventured to Miami, Florida to study the modern Carbonate
Environment in an urban setting (August 21-25, 2014). We started the Field Trip with an
introductory lecture by Dr. Kevin Cunningham (United States Geological Survey Geologist and
Hydrogeologist based in Miami). Kevin gave us a tour of the Miami Oolite- the Pleistocene
reservoir which supplies the city’s 2 ½ million residents with drinking water. We looked at
sponges deposited in a tidal channel exposed in a modern drainage channel; cross-bedded oolites
with excellent ichnological environmental indicators in the gated community of Coconut Grove;
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storm deposits in a churchyard; beneath a public transit monorail and in a public park. We also
tasted the Cuban culture in an authentic Cuban restaurant for lunch.
The Windley Key State Geological Park was originally a rock quarry for a local railway in the
1920’s. The reef facies of the quarry walls was a good introduction to the modern living reef
that we snorkeled on at John Pennekamp State Marine Park in Bay of Biscayne (near Key
Largo). Sombrero Reef has spur and groove structures that are responsible for absorbing the
wave energy off Marathon Key.
The weather was excellent and the Atlantic Ocean cooperated with warm breezes and calm seas.
The 78 degree Farenheit water temperature ensured that we were never cold while in the water.
The Field Trip offered something for everyone.
Respectfully submitted,
John Lake
SGS Field Trip Coordinator

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
The term of the 2014 SGS Executive ends with the AGM on February 7, 2015. The 2014
Executive puts forward the following candidates for the 2014 Executive:
President:
Vice-President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Business Manager:
Program Chair:
Assistant Program Chair:
Past President:

Ralf Maxeiner
Ryan Morelli
Michelle Hanson
Bernadette Knox
Monica Cliveti
Jason Cosford
Maria Velez
Colin Card

A motion will be made at the AGM to accept the full slate of candidates for 2015.
Respectfully submitted,
Colin D. Card, P. Geo.
President
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SASKATCHEWAN GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY AWARDS
Student Awards
The Society presents four awards each year in recognition of the hard work of up and coming
geoscience students. This year the Executive has increases the amount of the awards from $150
to $250. Two awards recognize the top 4th year geology students at the provinces two
universities. The 2014 Robert Milner Award, recognising the top graduating 4th year geology
student at the University of Regina, is presented to Amanda Palaniuk. The Walter Kupsch
Award, recognising the top graduating 4th year geology student at the University of
Saskatchewan, is presented to Sean Hillacre.
Two awards recognize the best poster contributions by graduate and undergraduate students at
the Saskatchewan Geological Open House. The 2014 President’s Award is presented to Sean
Hillacre, University of Saskatchewan, for the best undergraduate student poster. The Lazlo
Fuzesy Award is presented to Erin Adlakha, University of Ottawa, for best graduate student
poster. This year, due to the large number of entrants in the graduate poster competition, a
second place award ($100) was presented to Sara Worsham, University of Saskatchewan.
Saskatchewan Geological Society Emeritus Memberships
Lifetime Emeritus Member: David MacDougall
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